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REPUBLIC OF THE n!lAlzsHAlJ,  ISLANDS
MINISTRY OF! FOREIGNAIFFAIRS

P.O. BOX 1349
MAJURO, MARSHALL ISLANDS 96960

I3 July, 200 I

Mr. Geoffhay  J. Judge
Deputy  Astistant  secretary  for

Planning and Administration
Office ofEm&onmanr,  W&y

aud Hatlrh
U.S. Depanment  of Energy
1000 Independence  Avenue, S.W,
Washingtan,  DC. 20585

Dear Dcpwy  As&mm  Secretary ludge:

I am writing to you to express my sincere appreciation fir your participation in tJ-10
annual  meeting between  the US Department  of Energy (DCE) and the Republic pf the;
h’hdkd  k&ndfi  CRMI).  Your honest end strai&tfonward  approach to de&Xl8 with.the
sensisive  subject matters discussed during our meeting  was greenly  appreciated by zhe
RIM delegation. paxticularly  myself

I look  Fonvard IO co-chairing with you the worlcing  group  to fbtmulate  skrazegic  plans for
the medical and enwironmend  prognrms,  and to address tie issues identied  in the joint
~~rtmun~qut.  From thd RM side, I recommend that t;he  senators.  may- d legal
counsels  fbr the 4 Arc& join the nariad government, in&a&g  thr l&II Exnbesy in
Wahingrbn,  DC, at our working group nweting~.  Due to the &u&l needs inv&ed in
restructutiug  the medical and emrimnmental  proms I also think we will nc?ed medical
and scientic  experts on-hand, sutn as Neal Palafbx,  Terry &milton,  and Han Be&~.
Finally, 1 also fix4 strongly that Mr. Joseph AkIkmorr  loom the U.S. Department:  of
lntwior (‘DOE)  should sew as the mederaww  for our meetings- The issues we WiU
disr;uss are difficult and it wilt help to have a third-p-  rnoderaxor,  particularly fmm
DO1 since it has authority to ensure rhat the terms of the Compact are fully  implunen&d.

Given  the number of Marshalese  who must pdcip&e in rb work& group,  it wauM be
help&I  if we could find B venue for OUT meeting as close TO theMMaIl Islands  as
possible. Please let me know your thoughts about our .tirst meeting of rhe work@ gaup
as sooh as poMxIe  so I can give the RMI delegation adequate time to make prepadcms,

I also hope to wark wirh  you to address several  issues outside the img~cdiiate scope of
DOE’s  ec~viraumet~tai  and medical  programs, For example. I would &z to continue EO
keep you post@  on developments relating to the RWs Changed Cirr;wnatences  Perition.  ’
The Administration has a constmctiw role to pluy in reviewhrg  t;ha p&ion and helping
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Corgress  understand the limitations of the 177 Agqgzment.  It is in both DOE and the
RMI’s best interest to attend to the t%l range of radiological issues in the R&II,  not just
rhe limited scope under the I77 Agreement- In this regard. i welcome any suggestions
you may have on how populations, such @ the people of Ailulc  Atoll  (as well as other
radiologically maminated arolls  tiutaide  of the 4 Atolli)  snd the Marshall workers who
helped  clean up the test sites on Bikini and Enewerak,  obuld receive setices they vitaify
naxl,

.

T feel confident and positive about tie mechanism we have put in place  to address issues
&common  concern. Thank you for your commitment to working with the R&II on areas
of vital interest to our bilateral  relations&p.


